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SUBJECT: OIL SPILL NEAR KEELUNG HARBOR 

THE "BORAG", A FULLY-LOADED 21,600 DWT KUWAITI TANKER, WENT 
AGROUND A WEEK AGO ON A SHOAL NEAR THE PORT OP KEELUNG. IT IS 
LEAKING BADLY, BUT RESULTING OIL POLLUTION HAS NOT INTERPERED 
WITH NORMAL PORT OPERATIONS. IT MAY, HOWEVER, CONSTITUTE A THREAT 
TO THE COOLING SYSTEMS OP NEARBY THERMAL POWER PLANTS. THESE 
PLANTS HAVE TEMPORARILY REDUCED POWER OUTPUT, BUT THE DANGER 
APPEARS TO BE LESSENING, AT LEAST FOR THE MOMENT, AND REDUCTIONS 
HAVE NOT CAUSED ANY SERIOUS DIFFICULTIES. VARIOUS TEAMS OF FOREIGN 
EXPERTS AND EQUIPMENT ARE BEING FLOWN IN TO TRY TO DEAL WITH 
THE SITUATION, IN CONJUNCTION WITH AN AD HOC GROC COMMITTEE. 

EARLY EFFORTS TO OFFLOAD REMAINING OIL AND CONTAIN SPILL WERE 
HAMPERED BY WEATHER AND APPARENT LACK OF EQUIPMENT, KNOW-HOW, 
ORGANIZATION AND OPFICIAL WILLINGNESS TO ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY. 
POLLUTION IN HARBORAPPEARS TO BE ABATING, BUT SHIP IS STILL IN 
SOME DANGER OF BREAKING UP. ALL PERSONS ABOARD THE VESSEL 
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WERE RESCUED. FORMAL RESPONSIBILITY HAS NOT YET BEEN DETERMINED; 
HOWEVER, NORMALLY RELIABLE SOURCES INDICATE THAT THIS WAS VESSEL'S 
FIRST VOYAGE TO KEELUNG, THAT SHIP'S CAPTAIN WAS IGNORANT OF OR 
IGNORED PROPER HARBOR ENTRY PROCEDURES, AND THAT THERE WAS NO 
CHART OF DANGER AREA ABOARD SHIP. IRONICALLY, THE DISASTROUS 
TRIP TO KEELUNG WAS TO HAVE BEEN BORAG'S LAST 
VOYAGE BEEORE BEING TAKEN TO KAOHSIUNG TO BE SCRAPPED. THIS 
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IS FIRST SIGNIFICANT OIL SPILL IN TAIWANESE WATERS. AIRGRAM 
WILL FOLLOW. 
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